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Local Government FOCUS is a highly regarded, independent 
newspaper reporting on the key issues that impact this vital sphere 
of government.
Each edition covers Local Government news, events, intergovernmental  
relations and best practice examples of councils large and small.

Produced monthly and distributed to the key decision makers in Local  
Government – elected members and senior staff – every Council in Australia  
receives 18 copies of FOCUS free of charge (circulation 11,200).  Each  
edition is also archived on our website at www.lgfocus.com.au

Specialist staff are sent a targeted copy of FOCUS when their particular area 
of responsibility is featured.  For example, Human Resource Managers receive  
a reserved copy in February, IT Managers in March and so forth throughout  
the year (see our features list on page 2).

now in our 28th year

To place your booking or for further information contact  
Local Government FOCUS
tel  	 (03) 9416 9900     
fax  	 (03) 9416 9633
email 	ads@lgfocus.com.au
web   	www.lgfocus.com.au

Our reader surveys have consistently found that over 90% of respondents rate 
the publication as 'Good', 'Very Good' or 'Excellent'.  

If Local Government is one of your target markets, FOCUS has the 
readership for you.

u	 Showcase your products or services via our monthly features covering 
	 specific areas of Local Government’s diverse role. 

u	 We offer editorial support, plus excellent discounts for multiple bookings.                                                                                 

u	 You also have the added option of online exposure at www.lgfocus.com.au

Local Government across Australia is a rapidly growing 
sector.   With ever increasing community expectations, 
annually councils spend over $25 billion on a vast  
range of products and services.
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Local Government has become one of the key 
battle grounds in the carbon tax debate with the 
Federal Government and Opposition making 
wildly different claims about its impact.

In announcing the Clean Energy Policy Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard has pointed to a boost to 
Local Governments with the Government’s Low 
Carbon Communities program to improve the 
energy effi ciency of Council and community 
buildings being expanded from $80 million to 
$330 million.

The Department of Regional Australia, 
Regional Development and Local Government 
has announced it will monitor the socio 
economic impacts of the carbon price on regions 
to identify areas where impacts are acute and 
funding assistance may be required. 

This  funding wil l  support  regional 
communities on a case by case basis. 

According to the Federal Opposition, Local 
Governments will be hit hardest with its landfi ll 
sites facing a $200 million carbon tax bill. 

Shadow Local Government Minister Barnaby 
Joyce said there are 565 Local Governments in 
Australia and all will have higher costs imposed 
on them as a result of the carbon tax. 

“At a stroke this puts the lie to the 
Government’s deceitful claim that only the 
500 biggest polluters will pay the tax,” Senator 
Joyce said.

“Under the carbon tax, Local Governments 
will have to pay to turn on the street lights, they 
will have to pay to build a road and they will 
have to pay to take out the rubbish.

“All of these extra costs are being shifted on to 
them without any form of compensation or even 
consideration by the Federal Government.”

The Australian Local Government Association 
(ALGA) has been looking at the impact 
of landfills and has welcomed the Federal 
Government’s willingness to discuss and 
clarify the effects of carbon pricing on councils 
and ratepayers.

Carbon debate ignites Local Government
Councils seizing the new opportunities

ALGA President, Genia McCaffery said 
that the Association supports the concept of a 
market based approach to carbon pricing but 
further market modelling and negotiations are 
needed before the full impact of the carbon price 
mechanism can be determined.

“It is clear that waste management will cost 
more,” she said.

“Determining how to measure carbon 
pollution from waste, such as emissions from 
landfi lls, is not so clear

“We are concerned that there appears to be no 
standard method for measuring emissions from 
landfi lls and estimation methods are unreliable. 

“Also, the costs of waste related pollution will 
have to be met by landfi ll operators, including 

many local councils, which will then ultimately 
need to be passed on to ratepayers.”

ALGA will be working with the Government 
to attempt to resolve the technical issues 
surrounding waste related pollution and provide 
Local Government with a better understanding 
of their obligations and how best to manage 
carbon pricing and energy effi ciency.

While the Federal politicians debate the 
carbon tax, many Local Governments are 
pushing forward with initiatives to deal with a 
low carbon era.

Among many examples, Wagga Wagga 
City Council and Low Carbon Australia have 
announced a landmark energy efficiency 
agreement which will see the Local Government 

save around $60,000 off its energy bill and avoid 
producing over 188 tonnes of carbon dioxide 
each year.

Federal Regional Australia and Local 
Government Minister Simon Crean, commended 
the agreement as the fi rst of many opportunities 
for Local Government and business in regional 
Australia to embrace energy effi ciency.

“The foresight of Wagga Wagga City Council 
to develop this partnership with Low Carbon 
Australia not only allows the Council to 
introduce energy effi cient technology into its 
operations, it also guarantees savings with less 
energy used,” the Minister said.

In Queensland, Sunshine Coast Council’s 
early preparation for a potential carbon tax has 
paid off, with the organisation now well placed 
to deal with it.

Environment Portfolio Councillor Keryn 
Jones said the announcement of a proposed 
carbon price of $23 per tonne will be absorbed 
with little pain due to more than three years of 
hard work.

“We recognised the need for change and have 
been taking action,” she said.

“The proposed carbon tax will provide 
funding for new clean tech industries to grow 
– and we’re ready to take advantage of that 
opportunity.

“Council has been working to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions across the region to 
cut the community’s exposure to the anticipated 
carbon tax.”

Australia’s leading expert on climate change, 
Professor Ross Garnaut has also welcomed 
the City of Sydney’s efforts to become a low 
carbon city by reducing harmful greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Recently, Professor Garnaut attended a 
function where Sydney Lord Mayor Clover 
Moore outlined to a gathering of business leaders 
the City’s Sustainable Sydney 2030 program.

(l –r) Wagga Wagga City Council General Manager Phil Pinyon, Low Carbon Australia CEO Meg McDonald, 
Federal Regional Australia and Local Government Minister Simon Crean and Wagga Wagga Mayor 

Wayne Geale at the signing of the fi rst Local Government agreement with Low Carbon Australia..

Continued page 2..
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Constitutional recognition gains momentum

Prime Minister Julia Gillard and ALGA President, Councillor Genia McCaffery, 
at the opening sessions of the National General Assembly.

JOIN THE REVOLUTION: SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE AUGUST 25TH & 26TH 2011

www.procurementaustralia.com.au

You too can join the revolution.
We have leading contracts in procurement for HR & Recruitment, Roads & Infrastructure and IT.

If you are looking for the latest software packages, outstanding HR companies and more,
you can now do it easier. All of it. Any of it.

Join the procurement revolution today.

Australian Local Government Association 
(ALGA) President, Councillor Genia McCaffery, 
said that the Constitutional recognition project is 
the biggest ever taken on by the Association.

Speaking at the recent National General 
Assembly of Local Government, staged in 
Canberra from 19-22 June, she told delegates 
that ALGA needs all councils to be “on board 
and on message with no deviations”.

“We have across the board commitment 
at the Federal level so we now need to go to 
State Governments and our local members,” 
Councillor McCaffery said.

“There will also be an Indigenous referendum 
proposal so a ‘yes/yes’ campaign is vital to 
ensure there is no confusion.

“To date 320 councils have passed resolutions 
in support and we want this to be as close to 
100 per cent of councils as soon as possible.

“It is an exciting challenge and although we 
have until 2013, the work must start now. 

“Even if we fail there will still be many 
benefi ts from informing our communities about 
the important work that we do.” 

Speaking at the opening of the General 
Assembly, Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
emphasised the importance of the Commonwealth 
continuing to work in close partnership with Local 
Government to assist communities to recover 
from recent natural disasters as well as implement 
initiatives to foster economic growth.

She praised Local Government for its role 
in community leadership during the natural 
disasters which affl icted the country over the 
past year and presented a muddied fl ag recovered 
from the Queensland fl oods at Lockyer Valley.
The fl ag had been given to the Prime Minister by 
one of the rescue teams and had been displayed 
at Parliament. She used this occasion to present 
the fl ag back to the Mayor of Lockyer Valley, 
Councillor Steve Jones.

She said that Local Governments should no 
longer be considered as only responsible for roads, 
rates and rubbish but recognised as sophisticated 
partners working to deliver essential local services 
to communities across country.

The Prime Minister said that Local 

Governments have an important role to play in 
infl uencing policy and meeting development 
challenges for what has been described as 
Australia’s current “patchwork economy”.

This year’s State of the Regions report 
commissioned by ALGA  stated that the current 
mining boom has generated economic extremes 
across the country and there is a risk that 
business confi dence could evaporate in regions 
that are dependent on non mining activities.

Genia McCaffery has also welcomed the 
Prime Minister’s support to have the role of 
Local Government recognised in the Australian 

Constitution. In coming to office, Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard agreed to a referendum on 
Constitutional recognition of Local Government 
by 2013.

It has been six years since a Prime Minister 
has spoken at the National General Assembly.

In his address to the Assembly, Opposition Leader 
Tony Abbott was more guarded in his support for 
Constitutional recognition. He said that the Coalition 
would support the referendum provided it focuses on 
the ability on the Federal Government to provide 
direct funding to the Local Government and 
does not mpact on State’s rights.

Federal Minister for Regional Australia, 
Regional Development and Local Government 
Simon Crean told delegates that he will set up 
an expert panel on Constitutional recognition of 
Local Government. This expert panel will lead a 
national discussion on recognising Local 
Government in the Australian Constitution.

Councillor Genia McCaffery welcomed this 
and said that achieving Constitutional recognition 
will reaffi rm Local Government’s position as the 
third level of government in the Federation.

“ALGA has been engaged in a process 
aimed at Constitutional recognition since 2007, 
including commissioning social research on 
community attitudes and understanding of Local 
Government and the Constitution,” she said.

“Local Government plays a vitally important 
role in the day to day lives of the Australian people, 
but what many Australians do not realise is that 
Local Government is the only level of government 
not recognised in the Australian Constitution.

“Local Government is the backbone of local 
communities and local economies and delivers 
infrastructure and services that everybody 
needs. Councils are called on to deliver services 
on behalf of the Commonwealth and State 
Governments because they are innovative, 
responsive, fl exible and effi cient.

“Including Local Government in the Australian 
Constitution will help to protect local services that 
we take for granted and ensure that councils have 
the funding security to provide the level of services 
that local communities need and deserve.

“ALGA has proposed a simple and pragmatic 
change to the Constitution to secure the continuation 
of direct Federal funding of Local Government. 
Such funding is currently provided under the 
Roads to Recovery Program and by any measure, 
this program has been an extremely successful 
example of the partnership between the Australian 
Government and Local Government. 

“ALGA will be putting the case to the expert 
panel that this partnership, aimed at benefi ting 
all communities in Australia, should be able 
to continue.”

Further coverage of the National General 
Assembly is on page 20.



2012 FEATURES LIST & DEADLINES
January 	
National Issues
Environmental sustainability and climate change, infrastructure, 
roads and asset management, rural and regional Australia, 
financial sustainability, inclusive communities, broadband, 
communications and community engagement.
Booking and material deadline 5 January 

Published 16 January

February
Human Resource Management/OH&S
Skills shortage and recruitment, courses and seminars, 
performance appraisals and other HR initiatives, work/life 
balance, training materials, inhouse, offsite and online training, 
safe work practices, safety products, rehabilitation programs, 
OH&S courses, insurance, security and risk management.

Booking and material deadline 2 February

Published 13 February

March
Information & Communication Technology (ICT) 
The latest software and hardware, internet, broadband and 
telecommunications development, 24/7 services, CCTV and 
security, online training, innovations in information technology, 
including electronic lodgements, GIS, GPS, VoIP and social 
media.
Booking and material deadline 1 March

Published 12 March

April
Engineering & Public Works
Innovations in road design, water, drainage and other infrastructure, 
waste management and litter control, maintenance, parks and 
gardens, traffic management and road safety, trucks and fleet, 
quality assurance, asset management and GIS mapping.
Booking and material deadline 29 March

Published 10 April

MAY
Administration & Management Systems
Latest software systems, state of the art office equipment, quality  
assurance, performance monitoring, financial management and  
procurement, benchmarking, human resources, staff development, 
contract management and customer service.
Booking and material deadline 3 May

Published 14 May

June 
Environmental Management
Climate change and a carbon economy, water conservation, recycling 
and waste management, landcare, open space, parks and gardens, 
bushcare, energy and resource efficiency, coastal and stormwater 
management, environmental health and environmental audits.
Booking and material deadline 7 June

Published 18 June

July 
Financial Sustainability & Asset Management
Software packages, debt management, budgeting, accountability 
and transparency, GIS and asset management techniques, roads 
and infrastructure, facilities management, innovative business 
practices, customer service and human resource management.
Booking and material deadline  5 July

Published 16 July

August
Community Services, Leisure, Parks & Gardens
Community development programs, recreation, parks and 
gardens, urban and open spaces, libraries, the arts, social 
planning, cultural and economic development.
Booking and material deadline 2 August

Published 13 August

September
Training & Professional Development
Courses, conferences and seminars, staff development,  
performance appraisals, work/life balance and other HR 
initiatives, training videos and publications, inhouse and  
offsite training, online and distance education.
Booking and material deadline 6 September

Published  17 September

October
Best Practice
Continuous improvement, including benchmarking and quality 
assurance, business development, telecommunications and 
information technology, and a range of services and products 
putting Local Government at the cutting edge of best practice.
Booking and material deadline 4 October

Published 15 October

November
Tourism & Economic Development
Economic development at a local or regional level, joint ventures between 
Local Government and the private sector, regional development, 
ecotourism, mainstreet projects, parks and gardens, public open 
spaces, job creation programs, cultural and community development.
Booking and material deadline 1 November

Published 12 November

December
Business Efficiency & Sustainability
Procurement and financial services, customer service, IT and 
management systems, insurance, training programs, resource 
sharing, efficiency enhancing products and services, climate 
change and environmentally friendly business practices.

Booking and material deadline 29 November

Published 10 December	



ADVERTISING RATES
Rates effective January 2012 and valid until December 2012

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES

Material to be sent electronically in PDF press ready format 
Resolution 1200 for line art.  Down sampling 250 ppi. Embed 
all fonts. Ensure all colours and images are set to CMYK and 
that black type is true black, not four colour.  
Total ink limit 235%. Dot gain 20%. Black ink limit 90%.
If JPEGs are used, these are required at 300dpi.

Tabloid Size		  405mm x 300mm
Print Area		  360mm x 265mm
Column Depth		  360mm
Columns per standard page	 6 columns	
Standard column width		  40mm
Gully		  5mm

MECHANICAL DATA

A4 & DL INSERT RATES

National coverage
NSW only
QLD only
VIC only
SA only
NT only
WA only
TAS only

FOCUS can distribute your brochure 
as an insert.  National distribution is 
available or you can target a specific 
State or States.  Discounts are  
available for bookings covering two 
or more States.  Prices are based 
on a four page 100 gsm A4 insert.  

ONLINE SERVICES

An electronic version of each edition of FOCUS is posted on our website.  
This not only assists councils across Australia to share ideas and best practice 
examples, but provides a link to the global audience on the web.   
All editions and articles remain permanently online.  We also have a free RSS 
service, enabling councils to stream our updates directly to their intranets.

Have your article plus a hot link to your 
website included online for $275 (inc 
GST) or your article without a link for  
$110 (inc GST).

Prices include GST.  For full colour advertisements add 15% to the above rates.
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FULL PAGE	
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BUSINESS CARD
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MATERIAL DEADLINECOST       BROCHURES  

requested page		  LOADING
Page 3		  25%	
PAGE 5		  20%
PAGE 7		  10%
BACK PAGE		  50%
Any other page		  10%

PREFERRED POSITIONS

requested page		  LOADING
FIRST PAGE		  25%
THIRD PAGE		  20%	
FIFTH PAGE		  15%
Any other page		  10%
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Banner ads available on application.
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u	 Good for picking up ideas on innovative practices and programs.  (Councillor)

u	 	 Colourful, topical, informative with contact names and phone numbers.  (Council manager)

u	 Clear issues – easy to read.  (Councillor)

u	 Provides an independent and interesting comment on Local Governments across the States.  It is free and appreciated  
	 by Local Government. (Council manager)

u	 Big enough for detail, small enough to read quickly.  (Council manager)

u	 Diversity of topics, quality of graphics and print.  (Councillor)

u	 It covers the practical side of Local Government not just policy and politics.  Internet site is terrific.  (Council manager)

u	 Coverage of a range of Councils, large and small, city and rural.  (Councillor)

Local Government FOCUS is an important part of our marketing plan.  We see it as one of the 
key publications for the industry.    

David Brown, Managing Partner, NAB Government Business.

Alan Byleveld, Consultant to Local Government

Local Government FOCUS has provided a very useful tool to Local Government and those of us serving 
the industry for many years now.  I have been in and around the industry for over 40 years and I believe it 
to be one of the best industry specific periodicals I have seen.  You deserve your good reputation.

ADVERTISER and READER FEEDBACK

“

Local Government Focus (LGF) is the publication we use to get our message across to our customers, 
just last week a councillor was on site on a road project and commented that he had read about 
our PolyCom Stabilising Aid product in LGF and THAT WAS WHY WE WHERE ON SITE.
Great publication that is straightforward and gets the job done. Online as well. What more can 
you ask for !

Mark Holding, Managing Director, Earthco Projects

”

“

“

”

”

C omments           from our Reader Surveys

READER SURVEY REAFFIRMS OUR 
STRONG MARKET PENETRATION

LG. FOCUS (AUS) PTY LTD,  785 High Street  Thornbury  VIC  3071  ABN 92 152 496 065

Our recent Reader Survey asked respondents how frequently they read Local Government FOCUS.   The results 
are presented below.

REGULARLY (73%)

OCCASSIONALLY (14%)

OFTEN (10%)

NEVER (2%)


